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HISTORY OF BIOMETRY AT THE 
9TH INTERNATIONAL BIOMETRIC CONFERENCE 
BOSTON, 22-27 AUGUST 1976 
At the Opening Ceremony, founding members R. L. Anderson 
(University of Kentucky), C. I. Bliss (Yale), Gertrude M. COX 
(North Carolina State University, Raleigh), and W. G. Cochran 
(Howard) reminisced on the background and founding of The 
(International)* Biometric Society in 1947 at Woods Hole, 
Massachusetts, on the growth and increased diversification of 
its international membership and activities during the first 
twenty-nine years, and offered projections regarding its future. 
A video tape of this oral history is promised--for details, contact 
Professor Foster B. Cady, Biometric Unit, Warren Hall, Ithaca, 
New York, USA 14853. 
A session, "Early History of Biometry", arranged by Churchill 
Eisenhart (National Bureau of Standards, Washington), and spon- 
sored jointly by the Biometrics Section of the American Statistical 
Association (meeting concurrently 23-26 August), featured two 
addresses: "Karl Pearson and Correlation", by Florence N. David 
(University of California, Riverside), Pearson's "Girl Friday" 
during his last years, and "The Biometric-Mendelian Debate from 
Galton to Fisher. A Reappraisal", by Bernard Norton (University 
College London), to whom the Pearson family has granted exclusive 
access to the Karl Pearson archives at University College London 
for three years. There was invited discussion by Hanan C. Selvin 
(SUNY at Stony Brook) and Sewall Wright (University of Wisconsin). 
The two addresses have been published (on pages 339-356, 357-376, 
respectively) in Volume I of the two-volume Proceedings issued 
to registrants at the Conference. (Copies can be obtained at 
$7.00 per volume from The Biometric Society, P.O. Box 5962, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, USA 27607.) 
*The adjective "Internationale" is an integral part of the French 
and German designations of the Society. 
*************t**** 
(Tendencies and Problems of the Training of Mathematics Teachers. 
Materials prepared by the working group Mathematklehrerbildung, 
Inst. f. Didaktik der Math., Univ. Bielefelt, December 1975, 
pp. 121-122) 
